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T0: Al Tnspectors—as-Large; Assistan=s Iispeziere as
Large; Discrice Tnspeccars; Roos Contsol In=oze-
tors; Llectriczl Tnspectors, and Safesy Instric-
Lops
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FEOM: Waiter K. Miller, Director r{Q(L ;
Westc Virginie Ycpartwent of Minss
SLBI=UT: The use of an § & 5 Undi-llavler ss & tanLcip at
Dal-Tex Cozl Carp,, 3uffalzs So. F Kine in Legan
Counky

DATLE: Jime 15, 20&3

Ou April 6, 1983 the department's Wearing Ewaminer, £.7. Dursnei, J:z.,
lesuad a declaryrery tuling to an cperacor of a drift mdpe corcerning the ap-
plicatinag of Code 22-2=384a} and (c) ta Lhe cethod of ctanapartation of pen
from the oucside =8 the working faces, This oine had a= approved system of
belt conveyors for the traasport of miners.

The: Districe Inssector relused +a allow che battervy-powered Uni-BEaoler
to e used se mantrip Lecausze 11 was wiing veed te haul cosl from the Taces
cd) the helt feeder, in the meoner af = aauttle car, Oode 22-:-38(c) proliblies
peravns frem riding insdde sluctle cavy,

The operatoar reonested = declararory veling, and afzer & heoariez, PICe
pased severel safsty preceutiors iv order that the Uni-llavler couls ke legal-
1y used az a mantyic, Lhe operstor apreed foo

{1} Lock the ejecter control te srevent it from belug aperacad
[row the aperaluvr’z cab;

(2] Insra’l a metal Pin, or belet throuph a hole cul through
each side af tha ejector and the [rame of the rrailsr to
provent ejzctor from Wi ITLE &

(3) Irsrall a quick-cwvupler cn the hydraulic hase tu the eise--
~9T jacx o Chat pressure Lo che eiscior jack could be die-
counected whenever the wehicle was being nsed as a mwaotsip;
anrd
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Wil Provide a chain as & restraining device across the back of
the trafler to prevenl perscns fror falling our,

Mr. Duramti ruled that if all of chese precesulices ond modificaticns are
Laken, the ejuipment ccnld ant be used as a shuctle car, Therefore, whea it
was modiriec it couldn't be clupmified under Uede #2—-2-38(c) sz = sqhuctle B
The District lnspector is authorized tc isgue & sotice of wiclatior under a2
Z=380z) if persons ride {n Lhe ctrailer of the Uni-Tlaulsr without complying
with all four of the precsusions and modifiecacfops ser vut in Dursati's DT T,

Legally, thla ruling only appliee to the Dal-Tex Co2l CoTporacion, Bufi-
falo #& Mine, llowever, yuu may¥ he confonted with similar situacions in w»vur
division ov distrlex. It i8 my opindon that the Uni~Bauler in this cass couid
be used as a mantrip becavse the trailer, set on twe whesls, prowides a fairly
stable sml sccure wehicle, onen Lhe ejector plade i5 immobilized. This eguin-
ment 1z not similat eo the blade of & scoop car. I believe that Code 22-7= 380 ¢h
still prohihics persens from riding in the blade of a scoop car,

I an operator makes u simfilay reeuest to vou, please sdwise hie Lo wrice
a letter L me detailing the Lype of equipment b wishes 1o use aod whet sre-—
cautiony need ko be rake-. 1ntil approval ie pranted by che Nesariment oo pow
ered coal or supply haulage vehicle shouwld be used as a mantrip,

If yon Seve sny guestlons concerning the deslaratery ruling, pleass uu-
LACE me,

Thiz iz an internal memorapdym prepared Zor use of enplayvenrs of the Weap
Virginla Department of Mines,
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